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T CRAWFORD Cancer Research Today by I Berenblum MD pp xii + 151 illustrated hard cover 30s flexi-cover 17s 6d Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1967 This book gives a short account of some of the diverse activities that are a part of present-day cancer research. The author has stated that it is written for the layman; this is very apparent when he discusses medicine, but on other topics it would seem that he hopes the reader will be scientifically well informed in order to appreciate some of his arguments. The sections on chemical carcinogenesis, leukaemogenesis in mice and the role of viruses in cancer are very clear descriptions of these major branches of current cancer research. The more far-reaching subjects, such as the cancer cell, and the detection, treatment and prevention of cancer, are somewhat disappointing, but this is not surprising since he has condensed this material into a few pages. Workers in cancer research will find this book interesting and it can be recommended to medical practitioners and scientists who wish to have a general idea of how basic research is being carried out on the problem of the nature of cancer.
EDWARD H COOPER

Principles of Resuscitation by Stanley Feldman BSC MB FFA RCS and Harold Ellis DM Mch FRcs pp vi± 128 illustrated 30s
Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific 1967 Any new book must fulfil a need. For the laity, who are well informed on modern methods of resuscitation, there are numerous first aid manuals and even pocket diarieswhich deal excellently with expired air resuscitation, while most of these publications also give an adequate description of external cardiac compression. For the physician, closely concerned with cardiac arrest, there are textbooks and numerous reports from the specialized resuscitation teams now operating in many hospitals. This small book is not designed for such readers, being too complex for the layman but insufficiently detailed for the specialist seeking a review of the latest developments.
The authors' purposes are, firstly, to give nonspecialist doctors, dentists and nurses an understanding of the physiological and pathological processes concerned in the wtiology and treatment ofcardiac and respiratory failure and, secondly, to assist those engaged in teaching methods of resuscitation to medical and lay personnel. They are reasonably successful in fulfilling these objectives, though the enquiring doctor will wish to seek further information on the precise management of ventricular fibrillation, while some nonmedical readers may be puzzled by references to 'substrate' and 'shunting'.
Detailed criticism is disarmed by the authors' statement that they have deliberately adopted a didactic style and that, where faced by a choice of method, they have described their own. They write, however, with the authority of experience and the opinions expressed are largely in line with current practice. An adequate index completes this well produced and clearly written book. In 1843 Julius Vogel produced the first atlas of histopathology, almost identical in size with Professor Curran's, but it had only half the number of illustrationscoloured engravings, the majority drawn by Vogel himself. Since then there have been many atlases, but this is one of the finest, not only for the quality of colour reproduction but also for the range of disease processes illustrated and, perhaps most difficult, the appropriate magnification for visual comprehension.
This atlas covers all the commoner and quite a number of the less common pathological conditions while the commentary is brief and to the point. It is essentially a book for the medical student, to illuminate his attendance in the postmortem room, his reading and visits to the museum. If his enthusiasm extends to the examination of histopathological slides, it will help him to recognize what he should be seeing, but it must be confessed that it seems doubtful if any atlas can assist in understanding the mechanism of disease, unless it is used as a complement to rather than as a substitute for direct work at the microscope. Nevertheless, as a visual teaching aid Professor Curran's atlas stands head and shoulders above anything that has appeared in this field before. The main thesis of this personal study is to make out a case for the pharmaceutical industry being left alone to manage its own business affairs without any official intervention. The author deals with all the vexed problems of research and pricing and sales promotion.
